What information do scientists need to
develop a plan to identify and preserve a

mystery marine organism?

What are the geological
characteristics of the
ocean?

What features are
found on the ocean
floor?

Cont. Shelf, Slope, Rise,
Abyssal Plain,
Seamount, Mid-Ocean
Ridge, Guyot, Trench

What are the physical
characteristics of the
ocean?

What are the ecological
characteristics of the
ocean?

What causes ocean

water to move?

How can salinity and
temperature affect
ocean plant and animal
populations?

What kinds of
adaptations do ocean
bottom dwelling
organisms use to

survive?

What happens to the
temp, pressure and the

Why is plankton
amount of light in the
ocean as the depth
increases?

important to food webs
in the ocean?

What is the human
impact on the ocean?

Tides - How are tides

created and how do
they affect the ocean?

Currents - How are
currents created and
how do they affect the

ocean?

Waves - How are waves Where are you most

likely to find colder

created and how do
they affect the ocean? water?

How does salinity of
water vary in the

What is the Gulf Stream
and where does it flow?

©OVISTA, George Mason University, 2015. Oceanography - 5th - Bellwood_Carneal



