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Lesson: Invasive Plants and Insects Overview  

Level 3 Question(s) Addressed:  

      Insects 

• What does native, nonnative, and invasive mean? 
• What kinds of insects are in your community? 
• Which insects in your community are native or invasive? 
• Where are the invasive insects from and how did they get here? 
• How do invasive insects affect our ecosystem? 

Date(s)    

Content Standard(s):  NOS Aspects 

Science SOL: 4.5 f 
The student will investigate and understand 
how plants and animals, including humans, in 
an ecosystem interact with one another and 
with the nonliving components in the 
ecosystems. Key concepts include influence of 
human activity on ecosystems. 

The natural world is understandable. 

Science is a blend of imagination. 

Science is a social activity. 

Science demands evidence. 

Science is durable. 

Scientific ideas are subjective to change. 

Student Objective(s) for this lesson: 

• Students will learn the meaning of native, nonnative, and invasive. 
• Students will identify a variety of insects in their community. 
• Students will determine which insects are native to Virginia. 
• Students will research where invasive insects are originally from. 
• Students will understand how invasive insects arrived in Virginia. 
• Students will understand the positive and negative impacts of insects. 
• Students will understand how invasive species affect our ecosystem. 

Misconceptions to address in this lesson: 

Native insects can also cause damage to trees.  The difference is that there are natural predators 
and other factors, such as temperature, to keep native insect populations manageable.  This is 
not always the case for invasive insects. 

Safety Concerns in this lesson:  No safety concerns. 
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