
 
©VISTA, George Mason University 2015.  Making Our Water Work Grade 5 Matter, Felice, 
Von Bank, Winning Lesson Plan Day 1 – What is Matter? 

 Lesson Plan Day 1 – What is Matter? 
Level 3 Question(s) Addressed:  

•  What is matter?    
Date(s) Day 1 
Content Standard(s):   NOS Aspects 

• Standard 1- 5.1 
• Standard 2- 5.4 

 

• Tenet 2 – Reliable & Tentative 
• Tenet 3 – Observation & Inference 
• Tenet 4 – Logic & Imagination  
• Tenet 7 – Social Activity 

Student Objective(s) for this lesson: 
1. Objective 1 – Know what matter is 
2. Objective 2 – know that matter is everywhere 
3. Objective 3 – Know that water is a form of matter. 

Misconceptions to address in this lesson: 
A. Misconception 1 – Water is not the same matter when it freezes, evaporates, or liquefies.  
B. Misconception 2 –Matter is only something you can see and hold.  
C. Misconception 3 – Water does not disappear when it evaporates.  

Safety Concerns in this lesson: 
• Safety 1 – Watching students around hot plate 

 


