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Childress, D. (2004). Special instruction and natural environments: Best practices in early intervention. Infants and Young Children, 17(2), 162-170. 

Dunst, C. J. (2000). Everyday children’s learning opportunities: Characteristics and consequences. Children’s Learning Opportunities Report, 2(1), 1-2.


This research-based article shows that children develop more rapidly when they are interested, able to practice, and learn new skills. The article includes suggestions for good questions to elicit information from family members and caregivers about the child’s interests. Responses will help generate better IFSP outcomes and planning for supports and services implementation.

Dunst, C., Herter, S., Shields, H., & Bennis, L. (2001). Mapping community-based natural learning opportunities. Young Exceptional Children, 4, 16-25.


This article describes a strategy that promotes supports and services in natural environments. Using a four step process, families and providers are guided to explore individual and family learning opportunities, community learning opportunities, develop a database, and use mapping to involve children in the community.

Jung, L.A. (2005). Can we all fit? Squeezing in better support with fewer people. Young Exceptional Children, 8, 19-27.


This article provides an alternate model of support to link outcomes with
families' everyday routines, concerns and priorities. Detailed description is provided about how teams can effectively work together to collaborate and utilize the primary service provider model.

Jung, L.A. (2003). More is better: Maximizing natural learning opportunities. Young Exceptional Children, 6(3), 21-26.


In this article, the author promotes the supports and services approach and discusses embedding intervention into daily routines. More naturally occurring learning opportunities for children and families in collaboration with providers gives a new twist to the idea that “more is truly better.”
Shelden, M.L., & Rush, D. D. (2001). The ten myths about providing early intervention services in natural environments. Infants and Young Children, 14(1), 1-3.


This article debunks ten myths regarding service delivery in natural environments, promoting the supports and services approach. There is also discussion about provider shortages and ethical concerns.
