


[image: Header- VOE Region 4 -Training and Technical Assistance Center - George Mason University  ]

HLP Highlight Tool
HLP 17 – Use Flexible Grouping
Embedded HLP under Pillar Explicit Instruction (HLP 16) & HLP 7 
Here’s What It Is:
Teachers differentiate by grouping students into small similar or mixed ability groups for intensive instruction, intervention, extension activities, collaborative work, and inquiry. Groups are flexible because their composition changes, depending on the lesson’s learning goals/target and students’ skills, prior knowledge, IEP goals, and learner characteristics. Groups are data driven, and either teacher led or cooperative. 
Tools:    HLP Self-Assessment Tool	HLP 17 Rubric	Flexible Groups Considerations  
When Do I Use It?
· When students need intensive instruction, intervention, or specially designed instruction.
· When students need accelerated learning. 
· When creating an inclusive class culture that promotes positive interdependence.  
· When encouraging collaborative work among diverse members to promote academic discussions, inquiry, and social skills. 

How to Use It
· Use data about students’ skills, prior knowledge, and IEP goals to determine the type of group (similar or mixed ability) most appropriate for the learning goal/target.
· Align group activities with the learning goal/target.
· Structure cooperative groups to encourage equal participation that acknowledges the contributions of all members with shared and individual accountability.
· Communicate group member and individual responsibilities.
· Explicitly teach group activities and expectations.  
· Give feedback on learning and behavior. 
Here’s What It Looks Like:
· HLP 17 Video (17:08)
Selected Resources:
Literacy
· Reading Rockets: Grouping Students Who Struggle with Reading 
· Learner Variability Project
· Flexible Grouping grades 4 – 6 (Literacy)
· National Center on Intensive Interventions (NCII) Intensive Interventions in Reading
Mathematics
· Think Pair Share - Mathematics 
· Reciprocal Teaching  
· Jigsaw (Mathematics) 
· Gallery Walk 
· Collaborative Problem Solving 
· Student Choice - Mathematics 
· NCTM Questions to Elicit Student Thinking 
· NCII Intensive Interventions in Mathematics
Resources to Extend Learning
· IRIS Center 
· William & Mary TTAC Flexible Grouping in the Co-taught Classroom
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